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say George Cc. Wilson. . i 
” Washington Post Staff Writer : 
Navy Secretary W. Graham Claytor 
‘has cited the Freedom of Information , 
Act in justifying to subordinates his 
~order to investigate the leak of budget i 
information to the press. - 
* Thomas B. Ross, who ‘as assistant 
secretary of defense for public affairs 
is under orders to provide the “new | 
mpenness in government” promised by 


President Carter, said Yesterday he J- 


savas not consulted before Claytor is- 
sued his order. ee 

Claytor, in a memo. ‘to Navy execu- i 

dives, stated his philosophy this way: 

‘Premature or indiscriminate release 

af internal data used in the-decision- 

=naking. process can only disrupt the i 

orderly conduct of business and com- ! 

alicate the management process.” : 

Claytor, who joined the Carter team | 

} 

4 

H 


1S Navy: Secretary in February” after 


Serving. as ‘president ‘of Southern Rail- 
vay, said in his. Nov. 4 memo that he 
zonsiders the premature release of in- | 
Formation “detrimental to the Depart- : 
ment of the Navy.” . 


The news.story that: prompted him 


to order the Naval Investigative Serv- I. 


ce'to search for the sources appeared 
nthe Oct..31 issue of Aviation Week , 
nagazine, The article compared the . 
ife-cycle costs of the AV-8B.advanced | 
Harrier and the A-18 attack aircraft. 


The Marine Corps is fighting for . 


nnoney for the Harrier in current bud: | ~ 
zet discussions. . ! 
‘Claytor- conceded in his” memo de- | 
rying the leak that the information | 
sublished “may not be classified.” But | 
-@ sald “it is, at this point in time, in- | 
ernal, departmental information he- 
mg staffed for accuracy and consist- + 
ancy prior to release to the Secretary 
+ Defense.” .0 a, 


The “Navy . Secretary” said in his. 1° 
memo tat “it is necessary that we 
have thé ability to examine freely all 
-spects of our major decisions with- 
aut threat of compromise or early dis- 
Josure.” “ 
“It is expressly to proteét this proc: fi 


tyhecE co Wwe oe 


ee 


ss that the Freedom of Information 
«ct exempts such internal working 
-acuments from automatic release.” 
The House Government. ‘Operations . 
‘ommittee, in listing the purposes of. 
te FOIA, sald in its legislative his. | 
ory published in 1975 that “if govern. | 
nent is to be truly of, by and 


ail the activities of the government,” | 
ke intent of the 1974 law, said the | .. 
smimittee. -cwae that all tnfaewati-. !|~ 
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peace: Sone Harold Brown Is.-| 
sued a memo June 22 on “principles 
of public information.” In it, he said 
“President Carter has pledged a new 
openness. in government” which the 
we will ‘seek at all times to 7a 
fi ee 


_Brown’s pr rinciples, as set forth in 
his memo, du not extend to Claytor’s 
_ argument that information must not 
het released for feer of disrupting “the. 
"orderly conduct of business.” «+7 

Said Brown in his public informa- 
tion memo:. “Inforrnation will not be‘ 
classified oc otherwise’ withheld to- 


protect the government from Eee 
Or embarrassment.” My 

“Navy sources said Claytor was em 
barrassad bs. the cost comparisons of 
the two Marine rival afreraft getting 
into print before . the siaterial had 


leaked the information -rather than 


consulting with his information spe- 
. Clalists. 

Ross said the Defense. Department 
is keeping hands off the Navy investi- 
gation into the leaked budget figures. . 

But he said the Defense Inv estigative 
Service began,an internal Pentagon 
investigation - three: ‘weeks -ago in 
hopes of finding out-who gave secret 
information to Aviation Week on per 
ticle-beam technoiogy. . 


: Foss said . yesterday that neither the 
Navy nor the defense investigation ex- 
tends to reporters, just to military 
and civilian Pentagon employees. -, 

- In another memo that critics con- 
tend contrasts with Carter’s campaign 
‘Statements‘of an open administration, 
David Aaron, a White House national 
securit assistant written the fol- 


» Jowing to the-State ‘Depar riment. Pen: ' 
- tagon, Arms Control and Disarma- 
“ment. Zency, Central Intelligence 
XX gency and Joint Chiefs of Staff:.. 
~“In order to assure .that: data and 
~ analyses provided to the’ Congress on 
Strategic forces and programs of both 
the U.S. and the Soviet Union/are con- 
, Sistent‘and represent the best. judg- 
“ment of the executive. branch, all re- 
? sponses to requests from the Congress 
for such’ material ‘should be cleared . 
through the SALT [strategic arms lim: 
an in- 
= GIA 
Rep. Robin Beard (R-Tenn.), chair- 
man of.the, House Republican defense 
“task force. has charaed that Aanacte 


DP88-01 315R000400400031 -3 


2-02 Ded 


(hen Paved 


